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Lake Garda is the largest lake in Italy and one of the most enchanting in Europe, nestled between 
the regions of Lombardy, Veneto, and Trentino-Alto Adige. With its extraordinary variety of 
landscapes—ranging from Mediterranean shores and picturesque villages to the surrounding 
mountains—Lake Garda offers a perfect balance of nature, culture, and leisure. 

This unique territory is renowned for its mild climate, crystal-clear waters, and rich biodiversity—
an ideal setting for outdoor activities from trekking and sailing to cycling and relaxing strolls with 
scenic views. In addition to its natural beauty, Lake Garda is home to a rich historical and cultural 
heritage, with castles, historic villas, museums, and local traditions that narrate centuries of history 
and human stories in harmony with this land. 

Lake Garda is not merely a tourist destination, but a place to be experienced with awareness and 
respect, to preserve its authenticity and beauty for future generations. This guide is an invitation to 
discover and appreciate this extraordinary corner of Italy, promoting sustainable tourism that 
enhances natural and cultural heritage and supports local communities. 

Below, you will find the main places and activities in our territory—first focusing on the town of 
Garda, and then covering the region around the lake in general. 

Places to Visit and Activities in Garda 
Nature and Landscapes 

Punta San Vigilio and Baia delle Sirene: one of the most evocative spots on the lake, featuring a 
Renaissance villa, a small chapel, and a beach set amid greenery. 

Rocca di Garda: a promontory offering panoramic lake views, accessible via a pleasant walk. 

Garda Lakeside Promenade: a scenic walk perfect for relaxing and soaking in the lakeside 
atmosphere. 

History and Culture 
Historic Center of Garda: charming alleyways, artisan shops, and typical restaurants characterize 
this area. 

Villa degli Albertini: a 16th-century historic villa with a large park open to the public in spring 
and summer. 

Palazzo dei Capitani: a 14th-century Gothic-Venetian building that testifies to the city’s rich 
history. 

Church of Santa Maria Assunta: an ancient parish church with architectural elements dating 
back to the 15th century. 

Beaches and Relaxation 
Spiaggia Al Corno: a well-equipped beach beloved by visitors, ideal for a day of sun and 
swimming. 

Lake Activities 
Boat Rentals and Lake Tours: excursions to explore the lake and discover hidden bays and scenic 
spots. 

Windsurfing and Sailing: Garda is a paradise for water sports, thanks to ideal winds and 
specialized schools. 

Gardens and Parks 
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Places to Visit and Activities in Garda 
Parco della Rimembranza: a central green space for walking and relaxing. 

Botanical Garden of Villa Albertini: a garden featuring plant species typical of the region. 

Local Food & Wine 
Wine and Local Product Tastings: guided tours of wineries offering tastings of wines like 
Bardolino and high-quality local products. 

Weekly Market in Garda: perfect for discovering fresh products, local crafts, and regional 
specialties. 

Hiking and Trekking 
Ponale Trail (nearby): a scenic route for trekking and mountain biking, offering lake views. 

Walk to Caprino Veronese: an itinerary through hills and the typical vineyards of the Venetian 
countryside. 

 

Places and Activities Around Lake Garda 
Nature and Landscapes 

Punta San Vigilio and Baia delle Sirene: one of the lake’s most romantic spots, featuring a 
bathing park and historic harbor. 

Monte Baldo and Malcesine Cable Car: dizzying panoramic views and hiking trails; the rotating 
cable car provides 360° vistas. 

Rocca di Garda and Eremo dei Camaldolesi: a scenic hike leading to an ancient hermitage in 
nature.  

Monte Luppia and Prehistoric Rock Carvings: a trail near Punta San Vigilio, known for its 
prehistoric petroglyphs.  

Busatte–Tempesta Trail: a panoramic path with steel staircases hanging over the lake 

Lake Tenno and Canale Village: turquoise waters and a well-preserved medieval hamlet. 

Lake Ledro and the Pile-Dwelling Museum: ideal for excursions and cultural visits. 

Varone Waterfalls: dramatic waterfalls near Riva del Garda, set in a natural park. 

Marmitte dei Giganti: unique geological formations near Nago-Torbole, perfect for exploring.  

Strada della Forra: considered one of the world’s most beautiful roads, connecting Tremosine to 
Lake Garda through spectacular gorges. 

“Balcony of Thrills” in Tremosine: a cliff-hang vantage point offering breathtaking views.  

Sigurtà Garden Park (Valeggio sul Mincio): botanical garden famed for its tulip blooms and vast 
lawns.  

History and Culture 
Scaligero Castle of Sirmione: a well-preserved medieval fortress at the entrance of the Sirmione 
peninsula.  

Grottoes of Catullus: remains of a Roman villa in Sirmione, evidence of the Roman presence on 
the lake.  

Roman Villa of Desenzano: significant archaeological site with polychrome mosaics.  

Rocca of Lonato and Casa del Podestà: fortification offering panoramic views and a historical 
museum.  

The Vittoriale degli Italiani: monumental complex in Gardone Riviera, the residence of poet 
Gabriele d’Annunzio.  



 

GUIDE TO PLACES AND ACTIVITIES AROUND 
LAKE GARDA 

GstcMod03 
Rev. 00 del 
23/05/2025 

 

Places and Activities Around Lake Garda 
Sanctuary of Madonna della Corona: a pilgrimage sanctuary nestled in the rock. 

Paper Museum of Toscolano Maderno: museum dedicated to papermaking, located in the Valle 
delle Cartiere. 

Palazzo dei Capitani in Malcesine: historic lakeside building reflective of Venetian rule. 

Cathedral of Santa Maria Annunziata in Salò: Renaissance church with notable artworks. 

Outdoor Activities 
Strolling the Garda Lakeside Promenades: perfect for leisurely scenic walks. 

Cycling Routes: many bike paths throughout the area, suited to all levels. 

Water Sports: sailing, windsurfing, and paddleboarding available in many lakeside locations. 

Horseback Riding in Caprino Veronese: experiences including lunch amid scenic views. 

Quad Excursions in Cavriana: adventurous rides through the moraine hills. 

Ponale Trail: scenic route connecting Riva del Garda to Lake Ledro, suitable for walking or 
cycling. 

Boat Excursions: numerous opportunities from towns like Sirmione, Riva del Garda, and 
Desenzano. 

Horseback Riding: equestrian experiences near Toscolano and Gavardo with lake views. 

Quad Excursions: adventurous routes through the moraine countryside starting from Cavriana. 

Food & Wine 
Local Wine Tastings: the area is known for wines like Bardolino and Custoza; many wineries offer 
tastings. 

Weekly Markets: a chance to explore regional products and crafts. 

Picnics in the Vineyards (Padenghe sul Garda): gastronomic experiences among wine fields 

Villages & Towns to Visit 
Borghetto sul Mincio: one of Italy’s most beautiful villages, known for its mills and Visconti 
bridge. 

Malcesine: medieval village with Scaligero Castle and a cable car to Monte Baldo. 

Lazise and Torri del Benaco: towns with charming ports and historic castles. 

Peschiera del Garda: fortified city and UNESCO site with canals and Venetian walls. 

Riva del Garda: town with an enchanting historic center, perfect for excursions and water sports. 

Canale di Tenno: well-preserved medieval village near Lake Tenno. 

San Zeno di Montagna: scenic spot with lake views, ideal for hiking and relaxation. 

Arco: town with medieval castle and an atmospheric historic center near Riva del Garda. 

Amusement & Theme Parks 
Gardaland: Italy’s largest amusement park, suitable for all ages. 

Movieland Park: cinema-themed park with rides and shows. 

Parco Natura Viva: wildlife park and zoo ideal for families. 
 

For any questions, recommendations, or additional information, feel free to ask our staff—they’ll 
be happy to help. 

And don’t forget to visit our website for more information in the dedicated sections and links 
below: 
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Activities https://www.albergoeuropa.net/en/activities/ 
Local Events https://www.albergoeuropa.net/en/territory/#/events 

 

Enjoy your stay and have a wonderful vacation! 

 


